
























VLRC DISTINGUISHED COMMUNITY PARTNER AWARD • • •

Vision Loss Rehabilitation Canada (VLRC) Distinguished Community Partner Award 

From left to right: Dr. Judith Renaud, Dr. Natalina Martiniello, Dr. Tanya Packer, Dan 

Zbacnik. 

Back row: Dr. Joe Nemargut and Dr. Walter Wiitich. 

Congratulations to the Visual Impairment and Rehabilitation team at the School of Optometry of the 

Universite de Montreal in Montreal, Canada! Their impactful contributions to vision rehabilitation 

have earned them the Vision Loss Rehabilitation Canada (VLRC) Distinguished Community Partner 

Award. Under the leadership of Dr. Walter Wittich, this program has become highly successful and 

has played a vital role in the success of VLRC's partnership with the Universite de Montreal's Master 

of Vision Science. This collaboration is truly making a difference in shaping the professional 

workforce both in Canada and around the globe. Together, they are making significant strides in 

vision rehabilitation and empowering Canadians with partial vision or blindness to live their lives to 

the fullest! 

13 



VLRC was represented at the May 21st 2025 ceremony at the Universite de Montreal by board chair, 

Tanya Packer, and finance committee chair, Dan Zbacnik. Check out the Universite de Montreal's 

Master's in Vision Science program: opto.umontreal.ca/msc. In 2004/05, the Ecole d'optometrie, 

introduced two concentrations for Specialized higher education diplomas: one targeting the training 

Orientation and Mobility Specialists, and the other targeting specialists in the rehabilitation of visual 

impairment. 

An award made from clear glass with black and blue shots of colour is next to a wooden plaque. 

For those interested in both concentrations, two microprograms were added in 2012. Trainees had the 

option of upgrading their diploma to a Master's degree by completing the research course 

requirements until 2016, when the Masters in Vision Science - Vision Rehabilitation option was 

introduced, at the time under the leadership of Dr. Olga Overbury. The Masters became available in 

three concentrations: Low Vision Therapy (sight enhancement), Vision Rehabilitation Therapy (sight 

substitution) and Orientation & Mobility (independent travel). At this point, the diploma programs were 

restructured into microprograms that remain available today for individuals who want to work in more 

than one specialty. 

These programs are all available in both English and French and are unique in Canada. The English and 

French Low Vision Therapy concentration and the Orientation & Mobility concentration each have 

already received approval by the international accreditation body, The Association for Education and 

Rehabilitation of the Blind and Visually Impaired (AER), while the remaining programs are currently 

under review. In their entirety, they help to increase the student population and train professionals who 

expand the service offer for persons living with visual impairments. 

To learn more about the VLRC Distinguished Community Partner Award, 

please visit https:/ /lnkd.in/gYu2Dg7X 
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