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Media Advisory

For Immediate Release

[bookmark: _Hlk139893569]Dr Anu Mishra wins Vision Loss Rehabilitation Canada Distinguished Community Partner Award 

The inaugural award recognizes outstanding contributions to improving the lives of people who are blind or partially sighted.   

Halifax, NS (May 29, 2024) – Dr. Anu Mishra will be honoured with the prestigious Vision Loss Rehabilitation Canada (VLRC) Distinguished Community Partner Award during a ceremony to be held on Wednesday, May 29, 2024, at 4:30 p.m. AT. Jennifer Urosevic, VLRC President and CEO, and Tanya Packer, VLRC Board Vice-Chair, will present the award to Dr. Mishra.

About the VLRC Distinguished Community Partner Award
The VLRC Distinguished Community Partner Award, established in 2022, recognizes VLRC's community partners for their outstanding contributions to expanding access to integrated vision loss rehabilitation. Working together, VLRC and their community partners enable blind or partially sighted Canadians to live the lives they choose.
"Dr. Mishra's multifaceted roles as an ophthalmologist, educator, and leader have significantly advanced the quality of care and accessibility for those with vision loss,” says Urosevic.  "Her leadership and advocacy have profoundly impacted the lives of Canadians with vision loss, enabling greater independence. We are honoured to recognize her outstanding contributions to vision loss rehabilitation."
"VLRC’s alliance with esteemed universities and dedicated professionals like 
Dr. Anu Mishra highlights the importance of teamwork in addressing vision loss. Together with our community partners, we are making significant strides in enhancing the quality of life for those affected by blindness or vision loss,” continued Urosevic.


The VLRC Distinguished Community Partner Award features a unique handblown glass design created by Meghan Sims, an artist from Kitchener, ON. Sims, who has achromatopsia, a rare visual condition limiting her sight to black and white shades at close range, brings a personal perspective to her artwork. 
VLRC offers a wide range of services, including orientation and mobility training, essential skills for daily living, Assistive Technology Services, and Diabetic Retinopathy screening. Additionally, VLRC addresses the needs of individuals with glaucoma, cataracts, and complications related to chronic conditions like diabetes, equipping clients with the necessary skills they need to live independently and safely.
Members of the media and the public are invited to attend the award ceremony, which will take place at the VLRC Halifax offices, located at 6136 Almon Street, Halifax, NS.

###

About Vision Loss Rehabilitation Canada:
Vision Loss Rehabilitation Canada (VLRC) is a not-for-profit national healthcare organization and the leading provider of rehabilitation therapy and healthcare services for people who are blind or partially sighted. 

About Dr. Anuradha (Anu) Mishra
Halifax, N.S. resident Dr. Mishra’s impact spans three key roles within the Canadian eye care field. She is an ophthalmologist, the Assistant Dean of the Skilled Clinician Program & Interprofessional Education within the Faculty of Medicine at Dalhousie University and the President of the Eye Physicians and Surgeons of Atlantic Canada.
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