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Media Release 
June 18, 2026
VLRC honours Manitoulin Transport for over 40 years of support for Northern Ontario eye care
SUDBURY, ON – June 18, 2026 – Vision Loss Rehabilitation Canada (VLRC) officially presented Manitoulin Transport with the 2026 Distinguished Community Partner Award on June 15, recognizing more than 40 years of support for the VLRC Eye Van.
The award was presented at VLRC’s Sudbury office by Board Chair Penny Hartin. Local community members and staff were joined by MPP France Gélinas, MPP Jamie West, and ophthalmologist Dr. Steve Arshinoff.
"The Distinguished Community Partner Award demonstrates that partnerships are able to make a meaningful change in people's lives,” said Jennifer Urosevic, VLRC’s President & CEO. “Because of Manitoulin Transport’s generous support, thousands of patients across Northern Ontario have received the eye care they need."
As a fully equipped mobile clinic, the Eye Van offers high-quality ophthalmological care to underserved and remote areas throughout Northern Ontario.  Annually, it serves approximately 4,000 patients where access to specialized care is limited or unavailable. Manitoulin Transport’s support helps the Eye Van program reach some of the region's most geographically isolated areas.
"Manitoulin Transport is honoured to receive the 2026 Distinguished Community Partner Award from Vision Loss Rehabilitation Canada (VLRC)," says Jeff Smith, Vice Chair of the Manitoulin Group of Companies. "Manitoulin supports the communities in which it operates, and forty years ago, we saw an opportunity to help VLRC bridge the geographic gaps in eye care. We are proud to play a role in keeping this essential mobile clinic on the road and reaching patients who need it most in underserved and remote areas of Northern Ontario."  
VLRC also operates the Eye Health Screening Initiative (EHSI), which screens for diabetic retinopathy, a preventable cause of vision loss.  The EHSI runs in underserved, remote, and Indigenous communities across Canada. Together, the Eye Van and EHSI reflect VLRC’s commitment to preventive care, health equity, and reducing geographic barriers to vision health.
“I've been part of the Eye Van for over 12 years and am impressed with how Manitoulin Transport consistently shows up without hesitation,” said Lisa O'Bonsawin, General Manager, Eye Van. “Their extensive depot network supports our operations and logistics, enabling overnight shipments of parts to remote sites for Eye Van repairs.”
The VLRC Distinguished Community Partner Award is presented annually to individuals and organizations that make a meaningful impact on Canadians with vision loss.
Note to Editors: CTV News covered the June 15 award ceremony. Watch the segment and read the full story here: Lifeline on wheels: Manitoulin Transport honoured for decades of Eye Van Support.
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About Vision Loss Rehabilitation Canada:
Vision Loss Rehabilitation Canada (VLRC) is a not-for-profit national health care organization and the leading provider of rehabilitation, habilitation, and health care services for people who are blind or partially sighted, helping them live safely and independently. Through programs like the Eye Van and the Eye Health Screening Initiative (EHSI), VLRC reaches rural, remote, and Indigenous communities across Canada, advancing health equity and preventive eye care where it is needed most.
About Manitoulin Transport:
Manitoulin Transport, headquartered in Gore Bay, Ontario, is one of Canada’s leading transportation and logistics companies, with a network of 85 terminals spanning the country and deep roots in Northern Ontario. 
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