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Media Release
For Immediate Release
Vision Loss Rehabilitation Canada Commends the Launch of the National Strategy for Eye Care
Landmark strategy marks a pivotal moment for the millions of Canadians living with vision loss, and VLRC is calling for bold, equitable implementation.
Toronto, ON – June 10, 2026 – Vision Loss Rehabilitation Canada (VLRC) applauds the Government of Canada for releasing the nation’s first-ever National Strategy for Eye Care. The Strategy marks a significant milestone for over 2.2 million Canadians who are blind or partially sighted, as well as for the millions more living with preventable or treatable vision conditions.
The Honourable MP Judy Sgro championed the National Strategy for Eye Care Act (Bill C-284), which called on the government to develop a coordinated national framework to address all aspects of eye care in Canada.
VLRC collaborated closely with fellow members of the Vision Health Partners’ Coalition (VHPC) to help shape the government’s strategy. VLRC emphasized the importance of recognizing vision rehabilitation and habilitation as essential components of a comprehensive, patient-centred approach to eye care. By embedding rehabilitation and habilitation within the continuum of care, the Strategy opens the door to more inclusive and responsive health care systems that will better support individuals and families at every stage.
“We are proud that VLRC’s voice helped shape a strategy that recognizes community-based rehabilitation, habilitation, and equitable access to care as national priorities,” said Jennifer Urosevic, President and CEO of VLRC, and Chair, VHPC.  “Canada’s first National Strategy for Eye Care is a historic achievement and a turning point for Canadians - bringing together prevention, early intervention, treatment, and rehabilitation to reduce avoidable vision loss and improve outcomes for people living with blindness and low vision."
As the Strategy moves into implementation, VLRC urges the federal government to continue collaborating with service providers, community organizations, professional associations, and people with lived experience to ensure the Strategy delivers real impact for Canadians.
“The framework is now in place,” stated Urosevic. “VLRC is committed to working closely with government and sector partners to ensure the implementation delivers meaningful, measurable outcomes that empower people with blindness and low vision to live the life they choose.”
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About Vision Loss Rehabilitation Canada:
Vision Loss Rehabilitation Canada (VLRC) is a not-for-profit national health care organization and the leading provider of rehabilitation and habilitation therapy, and health care services for people who are blind or partially sighted. Working alongside ophthalmologists, optometrists, and community partners, VLRC delivers services in homes, communities, and specialized centres across Canada.
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