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Assistance for Children with Severe Disabilities Program
How Can GAIN Help me with the ACSD
How Can Our Disability Benefit Navigator’s Help? 
VLRC’s Disability Benefit Navigators provide individualized, case-by-case support to applicants who would like assistance in understanding the entire benefits application process. 
What is the ACSD? 
· The program provides financial support for eligible families to cover some of the costs of caring for a child who has a severe disability.
· Eligible parents and guardians who care for a child with a severe disability can receive between $25 and $665 a month to help with disability-related costs. 
· If you receive the Canada Disability Benefit, it will not affect your eligibility for ACSD or the amount of your payment.
· 
Eligibility Criteria
To qualify for ASCD, if you are a parent or guardian of a child: 
· Who is under 18 years of age,
· Lives at home, 
· Financially eligible – you may be eligible if your total household income is $76,920 or less. 

Along with your household income, your eligibility and the amount you receive from the program is based on the: 
· Size of your family,
· Severity of your child’s disability, 
· Extraordinary costs related to your child’s disability

Benefit Amounts and Payments
If you are eligible for ACSD, the amount of money you get will depend on your household income, the size of your family, and your child’s disability-related costs such as: 
· Travel to doctor’s appointments, hospitals and other appointments related to the child’s disability, 
· Special shoes and clothes, 
· Parental relief such as respite.

In addition to getting monthly financial support through ACSD program, children and severe disabilities may also receive coverage for: 
· An assessment for an assistive device and/or the consumer contributions for a device provided under the Assistive Device Program, 
· Batteries and repairs for mobility devices,
· Prescription drugs through OHIP+, 
· Dental care through Healthy Smiles Ontario Program, 
· Hearing aids and vision care, including eyeglasses.


How to Apply
Step 1: Apply
· You may apply online through Ontario.ca
· You may complete a paper application and mail the application to your local ministry regional office.
Step 2: Verify Application 
· The ministry will review your application to determine if you are eligible for ACSD and notify you in writing of the ministry’s decision regarding your application. 
· It is recommended that you keep all receipts for expenses related to your child’s disability.

If you Disagree with the Decision: 
· If you disagree with a decision, you have the right to ask the right to ask for an internal review within 30 days to receiving the decision. Your decision letter will have information about how to request an internal review.
· If you disagree with the decision from the internal review, you may be able to appeal the decision to the Social Benefits Tribunal. 

For more information, please visit ASCD on Ontario.ca

For more information on VLRC’s GAIN Program, please visit Vision Loss Rehabilitation Canada’s website. 
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