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British Columbia Disability Assistance for Person with Disabilities (PWD)
How Can GAIN Help me with PWD

How Can Our Disability Benefit Navigators Help? 
VLRC’s Disability Benefit Navigators provide individualized, case-by-case support to applicants who would like assistance in understanding the entire benefits application process. 
What is Disability Assistance for Person with Disabilities? 
· A monthly financial support available for persons with disabilities with low-income. If eligible, you may receive up to $ 1,483.50 monthly (single person).

Eligibility Criteria
To qualify for Disability Assistance, you must:
· Show that you meet financial eligibility to receive assistance
· Be at least 18-64 years of age
· File income tax return annually
· Be a resident of British Columbia
· Meet the income threshold
· Have a severe physical or mental impairment that is expected to continue for 
more than two years
· Be significantly restricted in your ability to perform daily-living activities
· Require assistance with daily living activities from
· Another person
· An assistive device, or
· An assistance animal
· Not have assets over the designated amount


[bookmark: assets]Asset Limitations
You must meet certain income and asset criteria before you can receive disability assistance. Some general assets are exempt, including:
· Cash
· Personal property that can be turned into cash
· Personal interest in a trust

The general asset exemption limits are:
· $100,000 for a single, couple, or family where one person has the PWD designation
· $200,000 for a couple where both adults have the PWD designation
· Some assets are allowed and don’t count towards the general limit above, such as:
· Your home
· One motor vehicle
· Clothing and necessary household equipment
· A Registered Disability Saving Plan
· Assets held in a qualifying trust
· Effective January 1, 2026, the current income exemption limits are $16,200 a year for a single person with the Persons with Disabilities designation

Benefit Amounts and Payments
If you are eligible for PWD, the amount of money you get will depend on your specific situation.
· You could receive up to $ $1,483.50 for basic needs and shelter if you are single.

How to Apply
You must first apply to Income Assistance to determine financial eligibility, and then apply to Disability Assistance which will include an application for a Designation as a Person with a Disability. You can apply:
· By phone: 1-866-866-0800
· In person
· Online via My Self Serve

Persons with Disabilities designation application
Contact 1-866-866-0800 to request an application. It has three sections:
· You fill out the applicant portion
· Your doctor or nurse practitioner fills out the medical report portion
· A prescribed professional fills out the assessor report portion. For example, this could be a doctor, registered nurse or social worker

My Self Serve Account
Use My Self Serve online to:
· Apply for income or disability assistance
· Receive and reply to messages about your case
· Make service requests
· Track the status of your requests
· Submit your monthly report without having to go to an office
· Find out what you are eligible to receive on the next payment date
· Track your annual earnings exemption if you are on disability assistance

If you Disagree with the Decision: 
If you disagree with a decision, you can ask to have the decision reconsidered.
· Timelines for Delivering a Request for Reconsideration:
· A person who wishes to request reconsideration of a decision must make the request using the Request for Reconsideration HR0100 within 20 business days after the date the person was notified of the decision.
· If the HR0100 is received outside this timeline the ministry must still accept the HR0100 and forward it to the Reconsideration and Administrative Fairness Unit. A Reconsideration Officer will determine if reconsideration is available. If possible, include a description of any special circumstances that caused it to be submitted after 20 business days.


For more information, please visit Disability Assistance on www2.gov.bc.ca

For more information on VLRC’s GAIN Program, please visit Vision Loss Rehabilitation Canada’s website. 
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