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AccessAbility Supports
(Prince Edward Island)
How Can GAIN Help me with accessing AccessAbility
How Can Our Disability Benefit Navigator’s Help? 
VLRC’s Disability Benefit Navigators provide individualized, case-by-case support to applicants who would like assistance in understanding the entire benefits application process. 
What is AccessAbility Supports? 
· Focus on empowering individuals living with disabilities to access the tools they need to reach their full potential and contribute to society as fully as possible. 
· The program supports individuals with physical, intellectual, neurological, sensory and/or mental disabilities who experience substantial impairments in their activities of daily living. 

Five Types of Support 
1. Personal Support
Help with personal daily living assistance including: 
· Life skills trainings – meal preparation, budgeting, grocery shopping, recreational activities. 

2. Housing Support
Help with independent living and may include assistance such as: 
· Vehicle modifications – needs will be determined by a licensed Occupational Therapist and adhere to the AAS Funding parameters. Maximum funding is $6,000 every 8 years. 
· Residential support to a paid caregiver to provide daily supervision and guidance in a community-based residential setting. 
· Home modification funding – for making modifications to the primary residence directly related to disability needs. Needs determined by a licensed Occupational Therapist and adhere to the AAS funding parameter. Maximum funding is $10,000 every 10 years. 

3. Caregiver Support
Help family members or caregiver. This may include: 
· Supervision funding for applicants over the age of 12 who cannot safety be left alone, enabling the primary care provider(s) to attend school or work. 
· Respite funding for eligible applicants to provide temporary relief for full-time caregiving demands, while facilitating a positive experience for the person with a disability. Maximum amount of respite funding is based on the applicant’s capability assessment, to a limit of $430/month. 
· Behavioural supports to help provide focused interventions for teaching/modelling functional social skills and targeting improvement in non-normative social behaviours related to the safety of self or others. 

4. Community Support
Help increase active participation in the community and may include: 
· Community/peer connection supports for applicants over the age of 12 to establish connections with peers in a group environment. The goal of peer connection is to establish social connections which can be maintained by the individual/family.
· Community participation supports for applicants to participate in the community such as day programs, personal support worker, or specialized transportation needs. 
· Peer support help workers working closely with an applicant with a disability who is over the age of 18 to develop, implement, monitor, and adapt their life plans as their circumstances change. 

5. Financial Support
Help with basic living expenses. May include: 
· Assistance for basic needs such as food, clothing, shelter, household, and personal supplies through the Assured Income program. 

Eligibility Criteria
To qualify for AccessAbility Support, you must be:
· A person with a disability diagnosed by a health professional. 
· Experiencing significant impairment because of a diagnosed disability that is expected to last for 12 months or more. 
· A PEI resident who a provincial health number. 
· A Canadian citizen or permanent resident of Canada. 
· Under the age of 65 at the time of application.

A staff member will conduct an assessment to determine how disability affects your daily life and how AccessAbility supports can help meet your needs. 

Note: Clients may be expected to pay a portion of their disability-specific needs based on their annual income. However, if you are eligible for Assured Income or are under the age of 18, you will be exempt from this contribution.

How to Apply
To apply for AccessAbility Supports, please contact the Department of Social Development and Seniors at 1-866-594-3777.

For more information, please visit PEI AccessAbility Supports

For more information on VLRC’s GAIN Program, please visit Vision Loss Rehabilitation Canada’s website. 
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